
How this
class works.

Three documents, three places to work,
one set of dates holding all of it
together. Everything on this page is
drawn from the same schedule that
prints your calendar.

1    O N E  D AY,  S E E N  TH R E E  WAYS

TH E  C A L E N D A R
What is due, and where does it go?
M T W T F

18
Epidemic curve
and agent ID lab

Finish Lesson 3.1 in
myPLTW before you go.

Goes to the Data Tables folder

TH E  STO RY
What will this actually feel like?

“The best lab of the
semester. We built the
line list, plotted the
curve, and narrowed
down the agent.”

Fiction. The lab is real, the student is not.

TH E  C O M I C
What does the room look like?

One panel for
every single day
of the course.

Fastest way back after an absence.

A L L  TH R E E  R E A D  F R O M

O N E  S H A R E D  S C H E DUL E

Every date in the story and every panel in the comic is generated from the file that prints
the calendar. Move a date and all three move together.

NOV 18

Week 1 Week 17

2   WH E R E  TH E  WO R K  A CTUA L LY  G O E S

The class website
mendozabiomed.org

Pick your class. Open the day. Learning
target, plan, vocabulary, glossary, practice,
and how to catch up if you missed it.

TURN IN HERE

Clever
One sign-in,
both systems.

Open Clever (Schoology + myPLTW)

Schoology
REPORT-CARD GRADE ONLY

Your report-card grade
shows up here. Read only.

YOU NEVER SUBMIT HERE

myPLTW
TH E  C OUR S E  S H E L L

Where the activities are
actually completed. The
calendar names each one.

3   WH AT  A  WE E K  L O O K S  L I K E

MONDAY

Content, plus a short
ethics discussion in the
same 80 minute block.

EXIT TICKET EVERY MONDAY

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY

Content, labs, analysis, and the weekly hand-in.
Each day names the exact PLTW step to finish
to stay on track.

About 80 minutes per block Grey-green days are catch-up

NIGHT BEFORE

About 25 minutes of prep at
home so the whole block is
free for the lab it feeds.

WEEKEND

Independent work, no
equipment needed. Tracker
audits and WebXam practice.

Two routines that make it work

STUDENT · 5 MIN A DAY

1 Pick your class

2 Open today's page

3 Turn it in here or in person

FAMILY · 5 MIN A WEEK

“What is on the calendar
for tomorrow?”

“Is it submitted, or just done?”

“Show me this week in the story.”

MISSED A DAY? Comic panel → story week → the day page. Three minutes.

Why three formats
Not decoration. Each one does a job the others cannot.

A map before the trip
Advance organizers, Ausubel 1960

Pictures with words beat words
Dual coding, Paivio; multimedia principle, Mayer

Spread it out, and test yourself
Highest rated of ten techniques, Dunlosky et al. 2013

A story is recalled better
Narrative recall, Graesser and colleagues

Read the story and the comic as fiction. The lessons, labs, and dates in them are the real planned course. The student, the classmates, and the conversations
are invented. Partner activities such as the Cleveland Clinic rotation, the John Carroll ethics Mondays, and the research morning are what we are planning, not
what is confirmed.

John Hay Biomedical · mendozabiomed.org · Schoology and myPLTW through Clever GO HORNETS


